
Summary Notation:
Block Definition Diagrams

BlockName

- property1

- property2

- property3

+ operation1 ( )

+ operation2 ( )

+ operation3 ( )

Block
A concept representing any physical or abstract entity

including systems, software and/or hardware

Block Name

A noun or short noun phrase - capitalised

Value Properties

A noun or short noun phrase - first letter lower case

Characteristics of the block

Block Behaviours

A operation or reception (signal) supported by a block

A verb or action phrase - first letter lower case

- property : Type = value

+ operation (par 1 : Type, par 2 : Type) : Type

Type

A primitive datatype or value type

Default Value (optional)

The initial value assigned when an instance of this block

Return Type

A primitive datatype or value type returned by the operation

Parameter

A value or reference passed into or returned by an operation

Operation signature = name + parameter types

Block 1 Block 2

1..4*

Block Reference Properties

A static relationship between blocks - solid line joining blocks

Open arrow on line indicates direction of control

Multiplicity

The number of instanaces at each end of an association

A range of inclusive values, * indicates undefined

Whole Part

*

General Special

Block Part Properties

A whole part retationship - 'is a part of'

Inheritance

A generalisation / specialisation relationship to define blocks - 'is a kind of'
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Models a containment relationships where parts share the lifetime of the whole


